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been "adjoynrd lor speedy service11 \\hcn the original ilee.l cleared
from Plymouth. At the end of May (Jrcnville's command was
said- to be 'three* large ships and two pinnaces'. Documents Nos.
7 (), and ti /w/deal with llieir slay of ahoul three weeks m Puerto
Rico."
At Mosquito Bay the Knglish fortified themselves in order to
build their pinnae** in safety. The Spaniards rode down and looked
them over. There was some parleying. I'XideniJy the subsistence,
etc., \vhich the Knglish wanted was not forthcoming, despite, the
Spaniards' promise to furnish it. The Knglish then eaptnred t\vo
vessels and,, apparently as ransom or some part of the ransom which
they demanded for them, obtained fowls, hogs, horned cattle,
horses and mares. Prisoners taken bought their liberty "for good
round summes.'
By the first ofjune with I'm* sail including pri/cs'1 < Jrcnville was at
La Isabcla, a port on the north roast of Ilispaniola vlsit<*d by John
Hawkins iu 150'^. There, in the grateful shade ofjjnvn boughs which
roofed the temporary banc|uetiug halls erected for the purpose,
GrenviUe and Lane*, dressed in (heir best, sat down to "a sumptuous
banquet, . . . served . . . all in plate, with the sound of trumpets and
consort of niusieke1 to which they had invited 'the governor of La
Isabcla'. This guest of honour5 may have* been the warden of the fort
at Puerto Plata or one of the two alcaldes iiiayinvs of La Isabda, both
of whom wore accused of shameless tra/lidkinf* with foreigners.0
He rode to the banquet accompanied by "a lusty fryer and twenty
other Spaniards, with their servants and negroes,1 and after they
had dined, the Spaniards for their part entertained the Kuglish with
an exhibition of riding and bull-fighting. cJn the mcane time , .. our
English Gencrall and the Spanish Governour discoursed betwixt
them of divers matters, as of the state of the Coimtre.y, the multitude
of the Towncs and people, and the commodities of the iland.'
Reading especially Document No. 11 post in comparison with Lane's
to Sidney,7 it is not possible to pass light judgment upon His
Catholic Majesty's officers (warden or alcalde) who, over the crude
banqueting board ofjune, 1585, contributed their share to the fall
1 770 Voyage, p. 310.            2 Document No, 7 /x>,v/f.
3 Compare throughout with The Voyage Made by iSVr Richard (Irmnlte, in Principal
Navigations> vnr, pp. 310 etseq.
* Of. Document No. Bpost and The Voyage, in Principal NawgalfanS) vnr, pp. 31^-3.
5 Of. Documents Nos. 8 and 11 post.
M. de L, 54-3-19, Santo Domingo iGB, Francisco GonzuUtx to Licentiate
Rodriguez Rivero, La Yaguana, December i<>,
7 Gorbett, op. cit., u, p. 17 and note.